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The Women of the Old Testament. By Robert F. Horton, 
M.A., D.D. New York: E. R. Herrick & Co.; Chicago: 
American Baptist Publication Society. No date. Pp. xii + 
292. $1. 

The pen of Dr. Horton dips into many kinds of ink. This 
" Studies in Womanhood" is apparently a collection of discourses on 
about twenty of the most interesting female characters in the Old Testa- 
men t. About each character, or group of characters, the author has woven 
the threads of a sermon or paper. The narrative is replete with historic 
information, with brilliant imagination, and with sensible exhortation. 
There is also an attempt to present some of the critical results of these 
times. These often divert the reader's mind from the wholesome influ- 
ence and force of the main thoughts. We find also that the author 
persists, in contradistinction to Dr. Driver in his Introduction to the 
Literature of the Old Testament, in spelling the divine name Yahweh, 
instead of the popular form, Jehovah. 

Some of the statements of the author will challenge the minds of 
the thoughtful readers as rather dogmatic, in view of the possibilities 
of discovery in our day. For example, he says (p. 276): " The story 
[of Esther] is fictitious, but the inspiration is real." One is constrained 
to ask how the author knows whether either statement is correct. No 
proof of either is given, and the careful reader may challenge both. 

The critical positions assumed by the author are substantially those 
adopted in his Revelation and the Bible, published in 1892. As a col- 
lection of homiletic and hortatory discourses, this volume may do good 
but, to achieve the best results among those for whom it seems to be 
prepared, its critical boughs should be severely pruned. 

Price. 



A Handbook of Bible and Church Music. By J. Aston Whitlock, 
M.A., Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. New 
York: E. & J. B. Young & Co., 1898. Pp. 134. 

This small handbook of music is made up of two parts. The first 
treats of " Patriarchal and Hebrew Musical Instruments and Terms ; 
The Temple Service; Headings of the Psalms." The second part is 
"A Short Sketch of Ecclesiastical Music, from the Earliest Christian 
Times to the Days of Palestrina and Purcell." In Part I the author 
labors under the disadvantage of having no treatise on ancient Hebrew 
or oriental music. He is obliged to rely on scanty and meager sources 



368 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

of information, and even on tradition, while in the second part there is a 
firmer and more established set of principles which have been current 
in the history of the music of the Christian church. The author claims 
to provide merely a compilation of material gathered from all available 
sources. 

The first part furnishes the reader with a very brief classification of 
musical instruments, and a mention of the occasions on which music 
was used. The temple arrangements for music and temple music sub- 
sequent to David's day receive little more than a mention. Chap, viii 
presents a valuable general summary of the occasions when music was 
used. The musical terms found in the superscriptions of the Psalms 
receive very fair but brief notice, based on the statements of Semitic 
scholars, as presented in technical and semi-popular commentaries. 

Part II crystallizes for us our information on music in apostolic and 
sub-apostolic times, and has a bright chapter on the music under the 
great church fathers. The charming musician of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, Palestrina, receives a beautiful tribute at the hands of the author ; 
while Henry Purcell's contribution to ecclesiastical music in England 
is celebrated in very appreciative terms. We find also brief summaries 
of the principal dates, both foreign and English, connected with differ- 
ent epochs and persons noted in the musical world. An appropriate 
chapter is devoted to " Music as an Influence," in which notable 
instances of the power of music in the past are cited. Several appen- 
dices on musical notation and other themes conclude this useful, but 
ail-too brief little volume on the universal art. 

Price. 



LITERARY NOTES. 

The Liturgy of the Nile is the title of a Palestinian Syriac text, 
edited, with a translation, introduction, vocabulary, and two photo- 
lithographic plates, by Rev. G. Margoliouth, M.A., and published by 
David Nutt, London. Price 5s., net. 

Figures of Speech Used in the Bible : Explained and Illustrated, is a 
new work prepared by Rev. E. W. Bullinger, D.D., and issued from 
the press of Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, of London. It is to 
appear in twelve parts at 2s. each, and is to be sold by subscription 
only. 



